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Present claims 24 to 26 relate to a nucleic acid defined inter alia by 
the sequence of the encoded protein and by reference to the parameter of 
the GC content of about 50% to about 60%. 

In addition, said claims use provisos, i. e. negative features, to 
define their subject matter. In the case of claim 25, 100 provisos are 
recited, which make it unduly burdensome to determine the scope of 
protection sought. The large amount of provisions and conditions in said 
claims results in a lack of conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT. 

The use of the above-mentioned parameter and the use of predominantly 
negative features in the present context, which make it difficult to 
determine the boundaries of the claimed invention, is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is 
impossible to compare the parameters and the multitude of provisos the 
applicant has chosen to employ with what is set out in the prior art. 
The lack of clarity is such as to render a meaningful search impossible. 

Consequently, no search report has been established for the subject 
matter of present claims 24 to 26. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-23 

a method for introducing a foreign DNA of interest into a 
preselected site of a genome of a plant cell comprising the 
steps of 

(a) inducing a double stranded DNA break at the preselected 
site in the genome of the cell ; 

(b) introducing the foreign DNA of interest into the plant 
eel 1 ; 

characterized in that the foreign DNA is delivered by direct 
DNA transfer 



2. claims: 24-31 

an isolated DNA fragment comprising a nucleotide sequence 
encoding the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID No 1 (I-Scel), 
wherein the nucleotide sequence has a GC content of about 
50% to about 60%, and which meets the provisos recited in 
claim 24 
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